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Introducktion and Background

1 Introduction and Background

The European Environmental Agency
(EEA) is an agency of the European Union.
The EEA’s task is to provide sound, inde-
pendent information on the environment.
It is a major information source for those
involved in developing, adopting, imple-
menting and evaluating environmental
policy, and also for the general public.

The EEA has a great capacity and rich
experience, dating from 1994, in collecting
background information on the state of the
environment and transferring the data to
reports and assessments demanded by pol-
icymakers and the general public. Europe’s
Environment: An Assessment of Assess-
ments (EE-AoA) takes stock of the existing
European environmental assessments, par-
ticularly in the fields of water and related
ecosystems and the green economy, and
asks whether these are appropriate to sup-
port the policy process given the complex
interconnected nature of the environmental
challenges faced today.

The EEA shares its experience with the re-
gional environmental centres of Moldova,
Russia, Central Asia and the Caucasus.
Transfer of AoA knowledge using learning-
by-doing methods enriches the capacity
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of the regional environmental centres
(REC) to develop further AoAs and use
the knowledge on a regular basis in their
regions and countries.

This report has been prepared by Regional
Environmental Centre for the Caucasus as
the part of the Assessment of Assessments
(AoA) exercise that is aimed at providing
an overview of the existing assessments

of the state of the environment in Pan-
European region and the main information
sources used for providing a relevant pic-
ture to be considered at 7th Environment
for Europe (EfE) Ministerial Conference

to be held in Astana, Kazakhstan, 21-23
September 2011.

The report reflects on the status of envi-
ronmental assessments within the South
Caucasus countries and is based on a series
of elements, such as country fiches, review
templates of the major reports and assess-
ments, and part of the virtual library that
includes all major reviews and assessments
covering the South Caucasus Countries.

Europe’s Environment - Caucasus - An Assessment of Assessments
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Water resources and water-related ecosystems

2 Water resources and water-related

ecosystems

This chapter assesses the regional needs,
priorities and sustainable long-term mecha-
nisms of the South Caucasus and focuses
on one of the two main themes decided for
the Astana Ministerial Conference — Sus-
tainable management of water and water-
related ecosystems.

There are several national organisations
involved in water assessments in the South
Caucasus, which provide statistical infor-
mation on the environment; assess water
resources; produce state of environment
reports (SOER) and national communica-
tions on climate change; and assess surface-
water quantity and quality, drinking-water
quality and groundwater quantity and
quality. This AoA is looking at assessments
from 2005 onwards.

Parallel to national organisations numerous
international organisations are involved in
producing water assessments for the South
Caucasus countries or the Kura-Aras river
basin, including the European Union (EU),
United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP), Global Environment Facility
(GEF), United States Agency for Interna-
tional Development (USAID) and Swedish
International Development Cooperation
Agency (SIDA). On a wider scale, several
assessments have been prepared for the
Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia
region or Middle East region by organisa-
tions, such as United Nations Economic
Commission for Europe (UNECE), Eu-
ropean Commission (EC), the Food and
Agricultural Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) and the Organisation for
Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD).

The main water assessments, which com-
prise part of the wider SoERs in the South
Caucasus countries, include environmental
performance reviews (EPR), SOERs, statisti-
cal yearbooks and 2nd National communi-
cations on climate change. In addition, sev-
eral assessment reports have been prepared
that solely focus on water. These reports
include regional reports mainly focusing
on the South Caucasus region, national
reports targeted on Armenia, Azerbaijan

or Georgia, or sub-national/local reports
concentrated on pilot river basins. Most

of these reports have been prepared by
international organisations and are not part
of regular assessment processes conducted
periodically, but rather are project-based
initiatives.

In addition to the assessment reports
mentioned, water assessments were

also conducted, which focus on specific
thematic areas, including drinking-water
supply, surface-water quality, groundwater
resources, surface water quantity and so
on.

Since the vast majority of the water assess-
ments in the countries of the South Cauca-
sus were initiatives of different internation-
al organisations and projects, the types of
analysis covered varies significantly. Most
of the organisations and projects have used
in-house expertise in producing the assess-
ment reports, and in some cases neither the
framework for organising the assessment
report nor the methodological approach are
clearly specified.

Different types of analysis are covered by
the water assessments. They include EPRs,
SoERs, national communications, statisti-
cal reports, annual reports, water-quality

10 Europe’s Environment - Caucasus - An Assessment of Assessments



norms. and standards, and others. Despite
the fact that these reports are considered
assessments, the analysis in most of the
reports is weak and there is a need to
increase this in future.

The assessment reports included differ-
ent sets and types of indicators. They can
be grouped as follows: social indicators;
drinking-water indicators; hydro-morpho-
logical indicators; physical-chemical qual-
ity indicators; biological-quality indicators;
bacteriological-quality indicators; water-
infrastructure indicators; water-monitoring
data indicators; water-use and discharge
and other indicators. The assessments have
identified significant gaps in data availabil-
ity. The gaps mainly relate to surface- and
groundwater-resources quantity and qual-
ity monitoring and drinking-water supply
systems.

The main water issues in Armenia,
Azerbaijan and Georgia, according to

the assessment reports, include pollution
of surface and groundwater resources;
reduction of river flow and water shortage;
policy, legal and institutional deficiencies;
inadequate monitoring; low data reliability
and accessibility; poor infrastructures; low
awareness and inadequate capacities. Also,
several regional issues have been identi-
fied that are common to all South Caucasus
countries, such as different approaches,
standards and methods for management of
water resources between the countries; ab-
sence of a reference laboratory in the entire
Kura river basin; and an absence of a har-
monised classification scheme in the South
Caucasus. The assessment reports have
identified several emerging issues in water
sector and options for future action taking
into consideration the identified problems
and pressures on water resources, such as
the identification of water-use functions in
transboundary watersheds; development
of agreements on applicable maximum
allowable concentrations of pollutants,
principles and methods for calculation of

a water-quality index; establishment of a
common transboundary water cadastre;

Europe’s Environment - Caucasus - An Assessment of Assessments
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the development of a regional information
system for the countries; and the develop-
ment of an early warning system.

Based on the analysis, the following
recommendations are made for the South
Caucasus countries in this report:

* increase the sustainability of produc-
ing regular assessments by the nation-
al actors focusing on a limited number
of reports, more policy relevant and
underpinned by regular data flows
and a gradual development of SEIS;

¢ make the assessment reports more rel-
evant to the needs of the South Cauca-
sus countries in support of improved
management of water resources;

*  bridge the decision-makers’ needs for
data and information through assess-
ments which should be adapted to
make them more efficient, useful and
relevant;

* institutionalise the networks estab-
lished in the course of production of
the assessments. This will build cor-
responding capacities in the countries,
establish common data platforms for
subsequent assessments and promote
regular data collection. In this context
the networks established by projects
are rarely institutionalised, and the in-
ternational organisations implement-
ing projects should re-consider their
intervention at the project design/
approval stage in terms of institutional
sustainability.

*  use spatial data sets and spatial tools
in conducting assessments, including
GIS and RS software, and EU related
spatial data infrastructures, such as
European Spatial Data Infrastructure,
INSPIRE, and GMES.

* aim at addressing the entire DPSIR
framework in the future in a more
balanced way for proper analysis,
modelling and/or scenario tools;
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Water resources and water-related ecosystems

e improve accessibility of the assess-
ments, including on-line access and
translation into English or Russian.

2.1.1 Setting the scene

The 7th Ministerial Environment for
Europe Conference to be held in Astana,
the Republic of Kazakhstan on 21-23 Sep-
tember 2011 has water and water-related
ecosystems as one of its two themes. This
theme is of the high relevance for the
South Caucasus region and this assessment
of water assessments has to mirror this
relevance.

This report has been prepared as part of
preparation by the European Environment
Agency (EEA) of Europe’s Environment
Assessment of Assessments (EE-AOA)
report for the Astana (2011) Ministerial
Conference Environment for Europe. It
assesses the regional needs, priorities and
sustainable long-term mechanisms of the
South Caucasus and focuses on one of the
two main themes of the Astana Ministe-
rial Conference — Sustainable management
of water and water-related ecosystems.
Within this AoA exercise, a total of 41 re-
ports and corresponding review templates
were considered, which served as basis for
development of this report.

In the future both European and national
assessments may benefit from closer co-
operation between European (EC, EEA and
other) organisations, UNECE and coun-
tries. This would, among others things,
ensure that, through the shared water as-
sessment system, there is access to relevant
national assessments that can be used for
European assessment. Direct access may
reduce data reporting and transfer costs
and ensure that there is access to disaggre-
gated data.

It is assumed that such an assessment,
being produced in cooperation between
countries and international organisations
(EEA, UNECE, etc.), would imply more
ownership to assessments; closer con-
nection between European and national
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assessments; mutual use of results — from
national assessments into European assess-
ments and from European and neighbour-
ing countries into national assessments.

The South Caucasus countries lie within
the Kura-Aras river basin. This spreads
across the major part of eastern Geor-

gia; more than 60 per cent of Azerbaijan,
excluding the northeast of the country and
the Lenkoran region; and the entire area
of Armenia. In all three countries virtu-
ally all the water resources are considered
to be part of national wealth, and the
national legislation in the basin countries
stipulates the basic principles of manage-
ment, utilisation and protection of the
water resources and water systems. All
countries in the region are committed to
managing water resources in a sustainable
manner and this commitment is reflected
in national development and environment
policies and plans, including MDG-based
poverty reduction and development strate-
gies, and national environmental action
programmes.

The main priority transboundary problems
in water sector in the South Caucasus relate
to variation and reduction in hydrologi-

cal flows, deterioration of water quality
and ecosystem degradation. Only through
transboundary cooperation can these issues
be successfully addressed. The cooperation
includes information and data exchange,
including the development of shared
water-resources information systems, joint
protection of shared water resources and
development and implementation of trans-
boundary agreements.

2.1.2 National organisations
involved in water assessments

Statistical information on environment in
the South Caucasus is provided by national
statistical agencies: the National Statistical
Service (NSS) of Armenia, which reports
directly to the president; the State Statisti-
cal Committee (SSC) of Azerbaijan; and

the National Statistical Office of Georgia

Europe’s Environment - Caucasus - An Assessment of Assessments



(NSOG). The main tasks of the statistical
agencies is the state policy in the field of
statistics, adoption of normative docu-
ments and coordination of activities of
different statistical sectors.

In Armenia, in relation to water, NSS pro-
duces the following publications:

e monthly reports on the social and
economic sate of the country with a
chapter Monitoring of the environmen-
tal pollution (including surface water
quality). Number of copies printed:
50-75;

¢ annual statistical reports in Armenian,
Russian and English, which also have
chapters related to the state of the
natural resources and environmental
protection, including water. Number
of copies printed: 500;

e annual statistical collection The
environment and natural resources of
the Republic of Armenia in Armenian
and English. It includes sections on
the quality of water bodies, water
protection, financial resources and
funding of water activities, emergency
situations of natural and technological
characters which impact the environ-
ment. The document contains many
tables and illustrative materials, a
dynamic range of data covering more
than 20 years with changing trends in
some parameters;

e  statistical collection Housing and
municipal services in the Republic of Ar-
menia, which contains statistical data
on the municipal water supply and
sewage — for some parameters, the
data covers a 20-year period.

In Azerbaijan the SSC produces the follow-
ing publications on water issues:

e annual statistical yearbook on the en-
vironment — Environment in Azerbai-
jan. This trilingual publication — Azeri,
English and Russian — with a print run
of 150 copies contains statistical data

Water resources and water-related ecosystems

on the population, land resources,
forests, the protection and use of water
resources, the protection of the atmos-
phere, waste, geological exploration
and energy, environmental expendi-
tures and international comparisons.

e regular bulletins on hazardous waste
and air emissions in Azerbaijan. Envi-
ronmental statistics are regularly up-
loaded to the website of the committee
(www.azstat.org). Core environmental
data are also published annually in the
statistical yearbook.

*  in 2006, the SCC published the find-
ings of the statistical survey on the
impact of environmental pollution on
human health.

In Georgia NSOG produces following pub-
lications on water issues:

e annual statistical reports in Georgian
and English, which have chapters
related to the state of natural resources
and environmental protection, includ-
ing water. Chapter 8 of the statistical
yearbook relates to natural resources
and environmental protection, and
includes statistical information on
freshwater consumption and waste-
water discharge into surface water
bodies;

e annual statistical collection Natural
resources and environmental protection
in Georgia in Georgian and English.

It includes sections on the quality of
water bodies, water protection, finan-
cial resources and funding of water
activities, emergency situations of a
natural and technological character
that impact the environment.

Overall assessment of water resources

in all three South Caucasus countries is
implemented by the environmental /na-
ture protection ministries: the Ministry of
Nature Protection (MNP) of Armenia; the
Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources
(MENR) of Azerbaijan and the Ministry of
Environment Protection (MEP) of Georgia.

Europe’s Environment - Caucasus - An Assessment of Assessments 13



Water resources and water-related ecosystems

In Armenia, MNP has broad mandate for
natural-resource management and protec-
tion, which is fulfilled through various
agencies of the MNP. Among other things
the ministry implements strategic manage-
ment, protection and allocation of water
resources using water-use permits as the
main enforcement tool. Through its web-
site' the Ministry of Nature Protection pro-
vides information on the water resources
of the country. However, the information
is fragmented, not categorised and not
comprehensive. Hence, the following infor-
mation is available in the section on water:
water use and discharge in the republic for
2008, water use permits issued by the Wa-
ter Resources Management Agency in 2008
and 2009, monitoring results of the pollu-
tion of surface waters of the country, level
of Lake Sevan, and a report from the State
Environmental Inspectorate on violations
of water-use and discharge conditions.

In Azerbaijan, MENR circulates bulletins
with water-monitoring results. These
bulletins are submitted to the president’s
administration, the cabinet, parliament,
selected ministries, other public entities
and municipal authorities. Monitoring
data are uploaded to the MENR website>.
In addition, monitoring organisations of
Azerbaijan submit annual reports to MENR
on the results of monitoring activities for
air, surface waters, soils, radioactivity and
biodiversity. These reports are available to
the public and can be easily downloaded
from the MENR website. MENR prepares
monthly uploads on its website covering
brief reviews of monitoring activities con-
ducted by its monitoring organisations and
other subordinated institutions.

In Georgia MEP is in charge of protec-

tion and management, as well as control
and monitoring, of water resources. The
ministry’s website* contains information on

1 Available from http:/ /www.mnp.am/index_eng.
htm

2 Available from http://www.eco.gov.az

3 Available from http://moe.gov.ge

water resources of Georgia. The country’s
hydro-geographical network is presented
on the website, including surface- and un-
derground-water resources, and thermal-
and mineral-water springs. The temporal
and spatial distribution of water resources
is also analysed in the information con-
tained on the website. Details of forecast
future supplies and exploitation are also
provided, including groundwater storage
in the lower slopes of Great Caucasus and
on the Akhalkalaki and Marneuli plateau.
The main pollutants of surface water are
identified as the communal sector — sewer-
age of towns and populated areas, industry
and solid waste landfills. Finally, the web-
site contains information on the wastewa-
ter treatment activities implemented only
in the Thilisi-Rustavi region.

In Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia the
environmental ministries are also in charge
of the preparation of SOERs, some of which
were prepared with the assistance of inter-
national organisations. In addition, all three
environmental ministries are responsible
for preparation of national communications
on climate change. The 2nd National com-
munications of Armenia, Azerbaijan and
Georgia were prepared by these ministries
in 2010.

Information on surface-water quality is
provided by the monitoring organisations
of the South Caucasus countries: Environ-
mental Impact Monitoring Centre (EIMC)
under the MNP of Armenia; National
Department of Environmental Monitoring
(NDEM) under the MENR of Azerbaijan
and National Environmental Agency
(NEA) under the MEP of Georgia.

Joint monitoring of surface-water quality
and bottom sediments is being implement-
ed in transboundary Araks river between
Armenia and Iran. In addition, within the
framework of the EU project Transbound-
ary management of Kura river - Phase II,
Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia joint
monitoring of surface-water quality in the
transboundary rivers basins Debed-Khrami

14 Europe’s Environment - Caucasus - An Assessment of Assessments



Water resources and water-related ecosystems

Text Box 1:

Monitoring
surface-water quality in the South Caucasus

Since 2005 the EIMC in Armenia conducts monitoring at 131 sampling points
throughout the country, and annually takes 1200 samples from surface-water
resources. For each collected sample analysis of up to 48 parameters is being con-
ducted. EIMC publishes monthly and annual bulletins in Armenian, which contain
data on surface-water quality. Because of the economic crisis, activities included in
the Action Program for Environmental Monitoring in 2007-2011, according to the
Concept on the State Environmental Monitoring approved by the Armenian Gov-
ernment, have not been implemented. Thus, the efforts of the EIMC to introduce a
biological monitoring system in country’s rivers and lakes has been unsuccessful
and only physical-chemical monitoring takes place at the moment. This is despite
the fact that in 2009-2010 a complex of equipment for biological monitoring of sur-
face water and bottom sediments was obtained and installed within the framework
of European Union (EU) project Transboundary Management of Kura River - Phase
II, Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia. With the equipment provided, about 20 bio-
logical monitoring parameters can be defined, which will allow the calculation of
an index of biological quality of rivers, as one of the three main biological indica-
tors of water. However, the installed equipment has not been used to due lack of
methodology and properly trained personal.

In Azerbaijan, NDEM monitors surface water quality in 50 observation points in

42 water bodies — 27 rivers, 4 water reservoirs, a port, and 10 lakes. The central
laboratory of MENR is supplied with equipment to conduct hydro-biological
monitoring. Since 2006, NDEM has been taking water samples in transboundary
segments of the Kura and Aras rivers near the border with Georgia. NDEM submits
annual reports to MENR on the results of its monitoring activities for air, surface
waters, soils, radioactivity and biodiversity. MENR prepares monthly uploads to its
website covering brief reviews of monitoring activities conducted by NDEM and
other subordinated institutions. NDEM receives monitoring data on a regular basis
from other monitoring institutions in the country. Data are submitted according to
a special form approved by the MENR. In addition, it receives statistical data for
checking reported by enterprises on their emissions into the atmosphere, discharg-
es into water bodies and the generation of hazardous waste. In addition to NDEM,
in Azerbaijan there is also a Caspian Complex Monitoring Administration (CCMA)
laboratory, which circulates a weekly bulletin with monitoring results to 14 public
authorities. Its monthly monitoring bulletin and a summary of its annual report are
uploaded to the MENR website.

In Georgia, NEA carries out surface-water quantity and quality monitoring. The
number of water-quality observation points on the rivers and lakes is 41 sites on 24
water bodies. The current network provides data on a total of 33 chemical pa-
rameters. The presence of heavy metals is monitored only in some rivers. In 2009,
pesticides measurement was introduced at some observation points. The same year,

Europe’s Environment - Caucasus - An Assessment of Assessments
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Georgia.

measurements were extended to three to four microbiological parameters at eight
points. The NEA publishes monthly and annual bulletins on surface-water quality in

and Alazani between Armenia, Azerbaijan
and Georgia is underway.

Surface-water quantity is being monitor-
ing with hydro-meteorological services

of the three countries: the Armenian State
Hydro-Meteorological Service (ASH) of
the Ministry of Emergency Situations; the
National Hydro-meteorological Depart-
ment (NHD) of the MENR of Azerbaijan
and NEA under the MEPNR in Georgia.
These hydro-meteorological services

are the only authorized bodies in their
respective countries to carry out surface-
water quantity monitoring among other
hydro-meteorological services. They oper-
ate hydrological stations (centres) and
hydrological observation posts — gauging
stations. The data are collected at each
point twice a day. At a lesser frequency, a
discharge measurement is made at each
point — about 30 observations annually.
The monitoring activities consist of water
level and flow, water and air temperature,
and precipitation. With the data collected
from all observation points, the ASH, NHD
and NEA prepare annual reference books.
All data are stored in paper or electronic
databases which are not available on-line in
any of the South Caucasus countries. With
limited resources the following measure-
ments and analyses are not implemented in
ASH, NHD and NEA: water turbidity and
solid substances; snow pack; flood forecast;
avalanche forecast; semi-annual survey of
cross-section at each observation point; and
reservoirs and lakes analyses — sediments,
deformations, dam stability, etc.

Different organisations in the South
Caucasus countries possess information
on drinking-water quality. In Armenia it
is the State Committee on Water Systems
(SCWS) under the Ministry of Territorial

Administration and the State Hygiene and
Anti-Epidemiological Inspectorate (SHAEI)
of the Ministry of Health; in Azerbaijan it is
the Centre for Epidemiology and Hygiene
(CEH) under the Ministry of Health; and

in Georgia it is the Ministry of Agriculture
(MOA).

In Armenia SCWS is the state authorized
body for water-systems management and
is responsible for the management and
operation of the state owned drinking-
water supply, irrigation-water supply,
drainage structures and public wastewater
collection, treatment and disposal facilities.
On its website, SCWS uploads numerous
assessment reports, including the annual
report on the activities in the fields of
drinking-water supply, wastewater treat-
ment, irrigation-water supply and manage-
ment of water infrastructure — reservoirs,
other hydro-technical structures), etc
Information on the performance indicators
of the five drinking-water supply and four
irrigation-intake companies is provided,
including a financial-economic analysis. In
addition to SCWS, the SHAEI, under the
Ministry of Health, performs the actual
monitoring of drinking-water quality and
holds corresponding database on sanitary
violations of drinking-water quality.

In Azerbaijan the CEH, under the Ministry
of Health, monitors surface waters used

for the drinking water-supply and for
recreational purposes. The centre manages
a database with the results of monitoring
air quality in residential areas and indoors,
quality of bathing water and water used as
drinking-water, soil quality in residential ar-
eas, noise, vibration and other physical im-
pacts, radiation exposure and food quality.
The centre has recently started developing a
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database that is expected to help in assess-
ing the impact of environmental pollution
on human health. Data from NDEM on air,
water and soil quality are being linked with
morbidity data. The ministry of health regu-
larly uploads information on the quality of
drinking and bathing water in the country
to its website (www.mednet.az).

In Georgia the MOA fulfils a key function
due to its responsibility for monitoring
drinking-water quality. The responsibility

of monitoring of the drinking-water quality
comes under the Food Safety, Veterinary and
Plant Protection Department of the Ministry
of Agriculture, which organises tenders for
analysis of the drinking-water quality by
accredited laboratories. Emergency situation
results are reported to the municipalities
and health risks to the Public Centre for
Diseases of the Ministry of Health, Labour
and Social Protection (MHLSP) and even to
the cabinet when necessary.

In the South Caucasus countries, no
groundwater quantity and quality monitor-
ing has been carried out since 1990s except
in Azerbaijan, where the Geological Explo-

Water resources and water-related ecosystems

ration Service (GES) under the MENR, pub-
lishes a monthly bulletin on groundwater
and submits an annual report on the results
of its groundwater-monitoring activities.

It maintains a groundwater cadastre with
18 types of geo-referenced information on
over 2,500 boreholes in the country. The
GES has a database about ground water
quality in Azerbaijan. MENR updates its
State Information and Archive Database
(SIAD) on environmental protection and
the use of natural resources. The hydro-
meteorological and geological databases,
together with the environmental monitor-
ing bulletins and monthly and annual re-
ports of the main departments and regional
environmental committees of the ministry
provide the basis for the database. Many
data sets and much information stored in
the SIAD are not in electronic form and are
not easily accessible to users, including the
general public.

Table below summarizes the main agencies
and institutions involved in performing
national water-related assessments in Ar-
menia, Azerbaijan and Georgia.

Table 2.1 Agencies involved in National Assessments

Type of assessment/data Armenia Azerbaijan Georgia
Environmental statistics NS5 o550 NSOG
Water resources assessments MNP MENR MEP
State of environment reports MNP MENR MEP
Surface water quality EIMC NDEM, CCMA NEA
Surface water quantity ASH NHD NEA
Drinking water SCWS, SHAEI CEH MOA
Groundwater quantity and quality N/A GES N/A
UNFCCC 2nd national communication MNP MENR MEP
Environmental performance review UNECE UNECE UNECE
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2.1.3 Overview of other organisa-
tions involved in water assessment

There are no regional institutions involved
in water assessment in the South Caucasus
countries. However, since 2005 several do-
nor-funded water-management projects have
been implemented in the Kura-Aras basin.

The USAID Transboundary integrated
water-resources management (Armenia,
Azerbaijan and Georgia) project was
implemented in 2005-2008. Among other
things it aimed at improvement of the
institutional framework for transboundary
basin management and the development of
scientific potential for data management.

The UNDP)/Swedish International De-
velopment Cooperation Agency (SIDA)
Reducing transboundary degradation in
Kura-Aras river basin (Armenia, Azerbaijan
and Georgia) project was implemented in
2004-2005 and aimed at assessing the insti-
tutional and technical needs for integrated
river-basin management and planning.

The UNDP/GEF Reducing transbound-
ary degradation in Kura-Aras river basin
(Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia and Iran)
project was implemented in 2005-2007 and
aimed to promote transboundary coopera-
tion, support integrated river-basin plan-
ning, provide for improvements of water
quantity /quality at specific river sections
and promote reforms in economic sectors
causing transboundary degradation.

The EU project Transboundary river
management Phase II — Kura river basin

— Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia is being
implemented in 2008-2011 and, among
other things, aims to conduct assessment
and surveys, implement monitoring, pro-
mote information management, and ensure
institutional capacity and training.

Table below summarizes the water-related
sub-regional assessments about the South
Caucasus or Kura-Aras basin countries,
developed since 2005 within the above-
mentioned projects.

Table 2.2 Water-related Sub-regional assessments

. Geographic Publication
Type of assessment/data Institution coverage year
1 2 3 4

Surface water quality mo